
 
 
 
Annette, as an only child, grew up with a mother that struggled with alcohol addiction 
so house  parties and domestic fights were not uncommon.  Between 14-17, Annette 
lived in foster care until moving out on her own  at 17.  By the young age of 19 she had 
her first child, Jennifer, and by 21 her second, Nash.  During this time her mom passed 
away, losing the only family she had to addiction.  Married at 22, Annette had four 
more children, Christopher, Katrina, Kari, and KayDee.  In 2008, Annette made the 
most difficult decision to leave her youngest 4 with their father and filed for divorce.   
 
Johnny grew up in a two-parent household with 5 siblings.  They were very close but in 
spite of a supportive family , John began his struggle with alcohol at a young age.  He 
dropped out of high school and started down a path of trouble with the law  but later 
obtained his GED.  He was married and divorced early in his life as well. 
 
Annette and John met in 2009 and have been married since 2015.  Together, they 
bought a mobile home in 2010 but lost it to fire in 2013.  During this time, Johnny had 
to have back surgery which started his next chapter of chemical dependency and 

Annette’s first.  Together they  traveled the addiction path until they hardly recognized 
themselves.  They did realize that quitting and reforming the people they were no longer proud of 
would require the help of others. 
 
In 2016, the pair were arrested due to drug use but it began their road to recovery.  They found a 
higher power, started to understand and deal with the pain of their past, and gained the 
confidence to know a positive life without addiction was possible.  As a couple they have been 
clean and sober since 2016.  They continue to attend AA/NA meetings regularly, are very involved 
in the recovery community in Grand Rapids and Hibbing, and remain committed  to being there for 
others on their sobriety journey.   
 
Annette works at First Call for Help and is a part of their Recovery Support Team.  Helping those in 
need is her true passion and personal growth catalyst.   Johnny is also involved with First Call for 
Help, volunteering his time doing maintenance work.  The staff at First Call speak very highly of 
John and Annette and admire how they both work hard to live healthy lives, continue to be 
invested parents, support others in sobriety, and are developing careers that help their 
community. 
 
As a couple, John and Annette are pursuing their desire to become better people.  They have many 
short- and long-term goals on their new life journey, wanting most to be positive role models for 
Annette’s children and granddaughter Audrey.  They feel very blessed to be living the life they have 
now and dream of the place that will be their forever home, welcoming family and friends to 
gather and enjoy holidays. 

Meet the Tommilas 

The ache for home 

lives in all of us, the 

safe place where we 

can go as we are and 

not be questioned. 

- Maya Angelou 

 
 
 

This summer’s house is also a Thrivent Faith Build.  Thrivent and Habitat partner to help make affordable housing a 
reality for community members like John and Annette.  This year Thrivent is providing approximately 50% of the 

cost to construct the home.  In conjunction with  this amazing donation, Habitat challenges local churches to 
contribute to the project by praying, volunteering at the job site, and giving financially toward the remaining  cost of 

construction.  This will mark Itasca Habitat’s 45th home in partnership with the Tommilas; giving 53 families the 
hand-up they needed. 

If your church would like to put God’s love into action by becoming a part of this year’s Faith Build contact Itasca 
Habitat today!  Many Churches report that they experience church-wide revitalization when they become a Habitat 

Faith Build Partner!  218.999.9001 
Thank You to all the Churches that joined us on our 2019 Faith Build!!! 

2020 Faith Build 



 

   I would like to donate to the 2020 Faith Build  □50 □100 □250 □other _______ 

 

   I would like to sign-up for the quarterly E-Newsletter  □Yes □No  

   Email Address:____________________________ 

 

   I am interested in Volunteering    □Yes □No  

   Phone Number:____________________________ 
510 SE 11th St 

Grand Rapids, MN 55744 

Yes! I Want to Help Habitat’s Mission 

Hard Hats for Habitat 
Join us for dinner, silent auction, and inspiration. 

Timberlake Event Center 
Tuesday, September 29, 2020 

Social 5:30pm / Dinner 6:00pm 
Tickets $35/ Table Sponsor $350 

Call to get on our list: 218.999.9001 
Help us give the hand up to families needing decent affordable housing in 

our community. 
• We are planning to have this event in person if COVID  

guidelines permit.  We will move to a virtual event if necessary. 

2020 United Way's Day of Action is becoming a summer-long event called "Days of 
Action," taking place June through October. Coleraine was selected as this year's 
recipient following conversations about neighborhood revitalization between 
Itasca County Habitat for Humanity, Community and Economic Development 
Associates (CEDA), the City of Coleraine, and United Way.  
  
The action began on June 19th with outreach to Coleraine's home and business 
owners. Staff from the partner organizations joined with volunteers from the 
Trout Lake Fire Department and the Coleraine Police Department to deliver home-
care kits to residents. The distribution of essential cleaning supplies, made 
possible by a grant from United Way Worldwide and donations from L&M Fleet 

Supply and Lake Country Power, were aimed at promoting good health through having safe, clean 
homes.  Also as part of the kick-off, Memorial Blood Center Bloodmobiles were parked on Roosevelt 
Avenue in front of Coleraine City Hall for community members to donate blood.  Combined with a 
blood drive held in Grand Rapids the previous day, 98 units were collected, saving as many as 194 
lives. Coleraine City Mayor   Mandich expressed his excitement about the initiative. "Coleraine 
would like to thank CEDA, United Way, Habitat for Humanity, the Coleraine Police Department, and 
the Trout Lake Fire Department for all of their help," he stated. "Through their vision, Coleraine has 
a bright future." 
  
So far there are over 30 residential, business, and city projects planned.  Due to COVID we are 
looking out for the safety of our volunteers and scheduling small groups on a few projects twice 
monthly.  This also provides the benefit of accomplishing more during this time of need in our area. 
 

To stay updated on Days of Action happenings, or to sign up to volunteer for a day, visit uwlakes.org. 
For more information, call United Way at 218.999.7570 or Habitat at 218.999.9001 

Itasca Habitat Partners for Day of Action Again  

Habitat and Lowe’s are together providing tools to empower and 
educate women and help develop their skills in building, repairing and 
restoring homes.  
 
On March 3, 2020 Itasca Habitat for Humanity welcomed over 20 
volunteers through out the day from many local businesses and civic 
groups.  They painted siding to be installed on the house and garage 
currently being built for a Mom and her 3 boys in Grand Rapids.  A 
huge thank you to all that took time out of their busy schedule to help 
make a difference in the lives of this deserving family. 
 

Since the Lowe’s partnership with Habitat began in 2003, the company has committed more than 
$71.1 million to support the nonprofit, impacting the lives of Habitat homeowners worldwide. 
Lowe's support of Habitat’s Women Build has helped build, renovate or repair more than 5,325 
homes through the support of more than 138,000 women volunteers. 

Habitat and Lowes Unite to Empower Women and Build 


